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source died of this disease just because they happened to have a white discharge from the bowels. Mismanagement might easily have caused this.
Cause
True bacillary white diarrhea is caused by a specific germ. When this is found in dead birds, whether they showed a diarrhea or not, it is safe to declare the deaths were due to this cause. In order to make a positive diagnosis, it is necessary to send fresh specimens of the dead chicks, properly packed in sawdust and ice, to a bacteriological laboratory.
Symptoms
The actions of sick chicks are of very little value in determining bacillary white diarrhea. As a rule, the chicks begin to die within seventy-two hours after they are hatched. This disease seldom attacks a group of chicks after they are a month old. The birds look sick and frequently are pasted up behind. Most of the sick birds die after an illness of a few hours. The death rate may be from 30 to 90 per cent of the hatch. Some of the chicks may show a white discharge which sticks to the skin about the vent. A large number may have no diarrhea. Death apparently takes place before this symptom appears. The important fact to remember is that if large numbers of chicks die within the first few days after they are hatched, there is a chance that the trouble is caused by bacillary white diarrhea. It is impossible to identify this disease by a post-mortem examination of the insides of a dead chick. Some think the unabsorbed yolk-sac is a good indication of this disease, but this method of diagnosis cannot be depended on.
How the disease spreads
The germ of white diarrhea is discharged in large numbers in the droppings of a sick chick. When open drinking or feeding dishes are used, the water and feed may easily